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Do you recognize this, that time these days seems to fly by? One moment you celebrate Christmas and 
the  next day Easter is around the corner. A lot has happened, let me fill you in. 

 
First we celebrated very nice and blessed Christmas days and an old 
fashioned happy new year. For the first time I was again able to join 
the older children for New Year ’s Eve in Lira Hotel, complete with 
dancing and fireworks. Yes, I am doing fine, no more health problems. 
 
Thanks to among others a generous donation from a church in Haarlem 
(The Netherlands) we were able to continue constructing the school.  
 
The Romney Shed has been transformed.  
All classes have been removed and instead we have put the temporary 
offices of the head master and the deputy, a medical room, the library, the 
store and the staff room in it.  
The other half of the shed serves as dining hall, play room and a shelter for 
when it rains. 

 
 
What happened to the 
class rooms for P1 and P2?  
Well, we constructed a 
new building, next to the 
kitchen.  
 

So now we have a school 
 completely made of 
bricks!  
All pupils sit in a brick class 
room!  
 
Quite an achievement,  
if I may say so.  
Thanks to all who have made this possible! We have a great team of teachers and approximately 150 children 
have enrolled.  

Yubo on the new swing 
 

The new school complex 
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Now we go to phase 3 for the finishing touch. Plastering, painting, buying furniture, teaching aids, solar 
for power, water (bore hole), that kind of thing. We keep on counting on your support, thanks very much 
in advance for you contributions ! 
        
There were elections in Uganda this year and it was decided that schools wouldn’t open on 2 February 
this time, but that this would wait till after the elections, on 22 February. This meant that the children 
were home from the middle of November till 22 February. This wasn’t fun anymore, it lasted far too 
long. People feared disturbances, that’s why they made that decision.  
But, everything went well, Mr. Museveni was reelected and everything remained calm. 
 
New children 
Our contact with the Child Protection Unit in Lira has been relocated to Amolatar, a different district, 
separated from Lira district some years back. He met with incredible hardship, many parentless children, 
hunger, poverty, children in need. So he invited us to come and see this for ourselves, maybe we could 
help. Patrick and I were very impressed and have promised we will come back. But to alleviate this kind 
of suffering we need a lot of money and unfortunately, we do not have that. We took 2 girls with us, 
that were in bad shape, they now live in House of Grace. 
 

Then in January a girl 
knocked on our door, 
Mildred.  
She is the daughter of 
our former cook, 
Polly, who had died of 
AIDS.  
It didn’t go well with 
her and her younger 
brother and she came 
up with the idea:  
“let’s go to LindA 
Foundation, my 
mother worked there, 
so maybe they can 
help”. 
 
 

The children remembered her very well. We went to visit Mildred and we found an elderly grandpa, an 
aunt, her older brother and many other children. What a poverty. The older brother left school after P6 
and works in Lira Town, as a cobbler. He is the bread winner for everyone. Mildred and her younger 
brother Jonathan, who has AIDS, are now also in House of Grace.  
 
Then one day a former pupil came to visit us. She is now married and has a young daughter. She is ok. 
But she came to tell us that in the village where she now stays there had been a land dispute and a 
whole family was killed because of it. Two children were not at home and so survived, Nancy and Ivan. If 
she could please bring these children to us? Well, what do you do then eh?  

The living environment of Mildred 
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One day they brought a young girl to the house of the child protection officer. Her mother was dying of 
AIDS and together they lived in the house of an old sick man. The mother looked after him in return for 
shelter. If he could help this girl. And of course, you guessed it, this girl is now also staying with us ! 
 
Last but not least came Lameck, a 12 year old boy, who was living with an old lady together with his 
brother Joshua. Joshua had finished primary school and was 
working at the bus park, doing odd chores. He wanted so much to 

be a painter, but there was no 
money. Lameck would also have 
to leave school. That’s why we 
have taken these boys into our 
care. Lameck now goes to P5 and 
Joshua has joined a vocational 
school to learn to be a painter. 
Moses finished P7 last year at 
LindA Primary and we were 
already sponsoring him, because 
he comes from a very poor 
family. The father is in hospital 
for 3 years now, due to a stroke. 
The boy is handicapped, his right 
arm and hand are not fully 
grown. He has joined the 
vocational school like Joshua and 
learns how to paint. 

      Lameck        Joshua en Moses  
 

As you can see many new 
children have joined us ! 
 
 
Results 
Of the “old” children  
2 boys went to technical 
school, Beja to learn 
bricklaying and concrete 
practice and Isaac to learn 
carpentry and joinery. 
Isaac has epilepsy and was 
advised not to do BCP.  
 

Two girls were accepted at 
the Teacher’s Training 
College. 
 
 
 

The children of House of Grace attending LindA Primary School 
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At the moment we have  
4 students in the last year of 
High School (S6 A level) and 1 
in S4 (O level), who will all sit 
for their final exams in 
November.  
 
2 pupils are in P7, they wil sit 
for primary leaving exams. 
 
Two students have to wait till 
September before they can 
continue with their studies, 
thanks to the “fantastic” 
system whereby you write 
your exams in November and 
then have to wait till 
September to continue. 
 

In January we went on an excursion to Kidepo National Park with the students attending S6.  
It’s situated in the North-East of Uganda, bordering Kenya and South Sudan. It is very difficult to reach. 
It was quite an undertaking, but we have seen lots and had a good time.  
We even crossed the border with South Sudan for 10 meters or so, haha. We also met the people that 
live there, the Karamojong. A very distinct tribe with their own customs and a unique way of life. 
 
Easter is almost there and five of our children will then be baptised. A big event. 

 
On behalf of everybody I wish you all a blessed Easter. 
 
All the very best wishes from Jozina. 
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