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Dear friends and interested parties,
Here we are again with the latest news from
Lira, Uganda
What a wonderful summer we had in The
Netherlands: sun, sun and more sun, no rain,
everything dry and arid. This was an excellent
opportunity for everyone to have a good idea of
what they call the dry season in Uganda.
Every year from the end of December till the end of
March it is there like it was here: sun, sun and
more sun and no rain, just a hard wind full of dust.
Fina, Yubo and Jonathan raking together the dry
grass and what a fun they have!

Gad, Fina, Yubo and Jonathan

This year my birthday was celebrated in a special way, I even got
a cake!
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The girls are busy roasting gnuts(peanuts).
After the roasting they bring the gnuts to a
grinding machine to make peanut butter. Very
healthy, no additives at all!

Gad and Bonnie are busy repairing the clogged up
sewage system.

All together watching cartoons on a smartphone,
the idea alone, but they are having fun.
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The situation in Uganda is seriously hardening.
In the last newsletter I informed you that the
government wants all the children to be with the
(distant) relatives during the vacations. How we
complied and saw how that ended in a real
disaster. This time during the short May vacation, 3
weeks, the children came to stay with me.
I live in a house in Lira Town, not in the children’s
home. When they reach 18 years the children are
not allowed to live in a children’s home anymore,
so from 18 years they came to live with me. After a
while they become independent and go live on
their own.
Many of these 18 years and above students have
left in the meantime, so rooms are empty. That’s
how all kids could come and stay with me. We had
a great time.

Listening to music on my birthday
Now the government has decided to close more than 500 children’s homes, as of 1 June. Some 70 will
remain. They will have to cater for all the orphans. Civil servants will look for (distant) relatives, to
relocate them. The consequences of this we have seen in the past, always at the expense of those poor
children!
We have always done our utmost to help orphans and vulnerable children and will continue doing so.
Only from now on, because of those government rules, they can’t live in House of Grace anymore and
they cannot attend LindA primary School anymore. We will not be sending the children in our care onto
the street to become street children and lose all perspective.
Except for 3 children, they are all attending a boarding school and during vacations they come and stay
with me. Morrison , together with matron/cook Janet, will look after the 3 children who cannot attend
boarding school. They just go to day school. Yubo is 9, far too young to go to a boarding school,
Jonathan has aids and needs a lot of attention, good food and someone to give him his medications on
time. Then there is Kizito, who is mentally handicapped and would suffer greatly at boarding school.
Unfortunately new rules make it impossible for us to accept new children anymore. Even though many
things are changing, we WILL continue helping our children and give them a chance to a brighter future.
We trust you will continue supporting us, enabling us help the children in our care as long as they
need it.
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The current situation:
9 children are in primary school.
3 children attend secondary school, O level.
6 children attend technical school.
5 students are in university.
To provide better care for the children we
are looking at another house, where they
can reside during their vacations. We are
looking for a generous sponsor that can help
us with that.
Also our Suzuki is no more. We need around
6.000 euro for another car.
Also we are still waiting for the
compensation from the electricity company.

Janet, Kizito, Bonnie, Jozina,
Jonathan and Isaac at the entrance to the kitchen.

The annual report has been placed on the website. You can read there how we spend the money you
donated to us in 2017.

On behalf of our teams in UK, The Netherlands and Uganda, we wish you all the best.
Until another letter, Jozina.
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