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Again we have come to December, the last month of the year.

School results
All children are home for their well earned
vacation.
This year we had very many candidates:
8 students, 3 girls and 5 boys, did their final
exams for S4 (O level). They started their exams
end of October and came home on the 15-th of
November.
1 Student sat for his S6 exam (A level), he came
home on November 28.
Then there were 8 pupils who did their P7
leaving exam, 3 girls and 5 boys. They also came
home on the 15-th of November.
The long wait has now started again, the results
for S4 will be out in the 3-rd week of January, S6 comes in February and the P7’s get their results also in
the first week of February. Why it always has to take so long??
In February everybody goes back to school, the first week will be occupied by registration, so effectively
they are home for yet another week.
And it can even get worse: Isaac Angol, our student who sat for his certificate in agriculture will get his
results at the end of February and will then be able to register for his diploma course in August!!! The
course will start in September. Unbelievable, but true.
All schools officially start again on 3 February 2014.

Vacation
The kids complain that they are bored, I can imagine
this very well. It’s a long vacation.
We bought football shoes, a football, a volleyball and
knitting wool. We also build a small oven, where we will
bake buns, cookies and pizza. From a sponsor we
received nice books, so reading is also a possibility. And
of course we are going to make more necklaces.
Concerning these necklaces: they were in high demand
and all were sold. Thanks for your interest.
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The Ugandan Television has gone from analogue to digital. Not
nice for us, because first of all the digital signal doesn’t reach
the location of House of Grace and secondly, we now have to
pay. The channels are few, because they concentrate on
Kampala and the surrounding area. According to the minister
in charge everything will be fine before the end of the year, so
we wait patiently. In the meantime we watch movies via the
dvd player.

Volunteers
In January we are expecting Dorien Kortooms again, this time
accompanied by her daughter Juliet and a colleague, Mathijn.
The children are eagerly awaiting them, because they look forward to many fun activities.
Let’s pray the roads will be more accessible when that time arrives. Some weeks ago I went to Kampala
and boy, boy. The first 80 km are not too bad, but then: potholes and more potholes, like Swiss cheese.
And almost no tarmac. This lasts for 40 km. Then there is a stretch of 20 km without any tarmac, full of
humps, so we do not drive too fast…Then comes some 100 km of good road, after which the people in
charge decided in their wisdom to re-tarmac a very good road, while the traffic just continues to use that
same road…we stood still for 1 ½ hours. Then the driver decided, enough is enough and followed other
cars into the bush bush. After half an hour we were back on the normal road where traffic was very few.
Everybody was still waiting in the jam. After more than 7 hours we finally reached Kampala (340 km). Of
course the journey back was identical. This isn’t funny anymore.

Activities in House of Grace
The ladies in the kitchen are now used to their fuel efficient
stove.
Moses has
turned into a
real barber:
he cuts all the
children’s hair
with a hair
trimmer.
Nothing yet from the electricity company regarding
compensation.

Power struggles
In the meantime we regularly have no power. 3 times we faced serious problems:
The first time the neighbour was illegally cutting trees and one tree fell on the electricity wires. The pole,
standing in our compound, got uprooted. Thank God Patrick the electrician and his team came to repair
as best as they could and after a week power was back.
Then there was this enormous thunderstorm. At around 9.00 pm we heard BOEM. All lights went out
and there was smoke coming from the kitchen. The inverter was on fire. We took all the plugs from the
sockets, disconnected everything and the smoke disappeared. The 2 circuit breakers were also burnt.
Thank God we have a lightening conductor on the roof. Lightning hit the house fully, but damage was
restricted and nobody got hurt.
Not long after that a garbage truck drove under the electricity wires in front of our house and took the
wires with him. There the pole went again. Now the electricity company came quickly and after 3 days
we had a new pole and power restored.
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Life stock
Our sheep are doing well, there are 7 now. The
chickens have quite some young ones also. I don’t think
we have enough chickens though for Christmas, so we
will have to go to the market. 1 chicken costs about
25.000 sh, 8 euro or something, quite expensive and
we need at least 10 of them.

Assistance
I don’t know if you, as reader of this newsletter, are a dentist or maybe you know somebody who is a
dentist? We really need a dentist here, who is able to do more than just pulling teeth. Our kids are in
need of dental care. But the only thing people here do when you have a toothache is pulling the tooth or
molar. Nice when you are say 15….A couple of weeks’ visit from a real dentist would help us
tremendously. Your assistance in this matter is highly appreciated.

Christmas Season
Which brings me to the coming Christmas festivities and the year end.
We want to thank you all very much for all the generous donations, support, faithfulness and
cooperation. Without you this work could not be done.
On behalf of all the staff, volunteers and children I wish
you a wonderful and blessed Christmas Season and a
happy, healthy and prosperous New Year.
Greetings from a very hot Lira,
Jozina
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