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Dear readers,
In this last month of 2016 I cannot escape from reflecting on what has all happened this year and what is
maybe still to come. Every day I am surprised with even worse news. A very tumultuous period.
Regarding our work in Northern
Uganda there is the ever growing
threat coming from South Sudan.
There, various groups of people are
threatened with being killed by
rivaling tribal clashes. And of course
they run. Many arrive in Northern
Uganda. This is not ‘the far from my
bed show’.
The atrocities of the war here with
the LRA (Lord’s Resistance Army) are
still vividly remembered by many, so
the atmosphere is somewhat tense.
Let’s hope the unrest will not cross
the border.
To travel to Juba(capital of South
Sudan) from Lira via Gulu has
become a hazardous undertaking.
Your life will be in the balance.
So far day to day life in Lira is
continuing as usual. Thank God for
that.

1.

Our primary school
The school year is coming to an end again. On 9 December we will have Fun Day, to close a successful
year. 14 Pupils sat for their PLE (Primary Leaving Examination). In January we will know the results.
During the vacation we are planning to finish the school buildings: plastering, painting, that kind of
thing, if the means to do this are there. On 6 February the new school year will start.

Secondary schools
This year 4 students sat for their A levels
(S6) and 1 student did O level (S4).
The results will be out end of February.

University
I would like to thank everybody very
much who contributed spontaneously
for Peter Otim to finish his studies.
He was able to go back to university to
start his 3rd and final year. This week he is
starting his exams for the first semester.
One more semester to go.
Betty Adongo started enthousiastically with her study meteorology at Makerere University in Kampala.
She had found a room that she shares with another student and furnished it. But the happiness didn’t
last long: the staff of the university went on strike! The campus was closed and everybody was send
home. She hopes things will return to normal in January.
The electricity company
As you can see on the picture one is very busy constructing
the mast. Everything continues as planned, as if we do not
communicate at all.
We fail to comprehend that an electricity company does not
take into consideration the safety of children living in a
children’s home. One just doesn’t want to comprehend that
you cannot put high voltage wires over the living space of
children.
One says: ah, we are only taking 5 meters, and then there is
25 meters were you cannot reside. What are you talking
about? As it happens, that is exactly the area where we live!
You cannot tie children to a tree or something?
Anyway, we will wait patiently until they will give us enough
compensation, so we can relocate. Eventually this will have to
come to pass, won’t it?

2.

Christmas time
Christmas time in Lira is always very special and a buoyant happening. Everybody travels from near and
far to the town. Sometimes you can walk over the heads. Nobody follows traffic rules, so it is quite hard
to maneuver through it all.
This month is traditionally the month that people buy new clothes,
shoes and that sort of thing. An extra visit to the hairdresser, the
tailor, the supermarket are on the wish list. Plenty of food and drink
is stock piled, as Christmas and the year end is inseparately tied to
eating and drinking. Luxury items as tv’s, dvd players, fridges, a
water boiler, a new bed, they are eagerly acquired.
From the villages people come with their goats, cows, and chickens
to please the shopping crowd. Everybody meets everybody,
sometimes just once in a year, it is a nice get together.
Of course we also join in.
In small groups of about 4 children around the same age we go to
town. To buy new clothes and shoes. That is very exciting, because
they do not go to town often. Then the searching and choosing and fitting starts. Afterwards we go
somewhere to take a soda with a donut or an ice cream. What fun!
At Christmas the new outfits are worn. And there are presents under the Christmas tree.
The Christmas tree here is a branch of a thereto designated tree. Together with Augustine, the patron of
the home, the older boys go looking for their branches. These branches are then decorated and the
presents put underneath. The whole living area is decorated with garlands, it is really Christmas.
The menu has all kinds of foods: chicken or
sheep, rice, cabbage, carrots, banana’s, eggs,
potatoes, pineapple and some soda’s.
On New Year’s Eve the older kids are allowed
to go to town, to celebrate. A noise
everywhere!!! Everybody is dancing. They
normally do not come home until the early
hours of the morning. A few hotels have
fireworks at midnight, they love that.
And on new year’s day we have a again a
complete menu.
Then they are quite satisfied for a while
again. And so we are preparing for another
great Christmas time.
Announcements
During the Christmas celebrations on Christmas day some children will again be baptised. They have
followed lessons for that in “cathecumi” on Saturday afternoons. Very nice, if only they wouldn’t start
this so early, at 07.30! But oh well.
3.

The annual report 2015 of The LindA Foundation in Uganda has been published on the website.
In it you can also find the realised workplan 2015
inclusive of spend amounts and the proposed workplan
2016 with the budgeted amounts needed. If you have
any questions or would like to receive a more detailed
financial report please contact the secretariat.
I would like to, on behalf of all the children and the staff,
thank you so very much for all your contributions and
compassion, so we can once again close a year on a
positive note and can look ahead to a prosperous 2017.
Without you we couldn’t do this work.

We wish you a wonderful Christmas Season and a happy
and healthy New Year.
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